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! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club  

! Website:  www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights
 On Tuesday, September 9th, the Wright Flyers 

held the monthly membership  meeting at the 

Montissippi Park Field. This is the last meeting of 

the flying season to be held at the field

 President Scott Leiferman called the meeting to 

order at 7:08 PM. There were five club officers 

present along with 9 club members. 

 The minutes from the August meeting were read 

and approved.  

 The treasurer’s report was given by  Perry Dziuk. 

Expenses paid since the last report totaled $387.31 

which included field mowing, portable toilet rental, 

Monticello Community Ed. Meeting room expenses 

for 2007/08 and newsletter and picnic expenses. 

With proceeds from the picnic raffle, the treasury 

has approximately $3,800.

 Jeff Nelson reported that the Monticello Nuclear 

plant had no problem with placing a storage shed on 

their side of the flying field. However, there was no 

consensus at the meeting that such a location would 

ensure the security of the contents of a storage shed. 

So those of the members that  feel the club needs to 

acquire and store a lawn mower to provide an 

alternative to Garth mowing the field will have to 

regroup and contemplate a solution that might pass 

the muster of the majority of members.        

 Termination of portable toilet rental for the season 

was brought up for discussion and it was resolved to 

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, October 14th, 2008. 

It will be held in Room 29 of  the Monticello 
Middle School.  Please note the change in 

room number. 

be maintained until the end of October.

 Jeff Nelson will contact the Monticello Community 

Ed program director and reserve a meeting room for 

club winter meetings from October through April the 

second Tuesday of the month from 6:30 PM  to 8:30 

PM. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 PM 

Montissippi Field update
 The rains of September have contributed enough 

growing moisture to  add noticeable altitude to the 

weeds and grass on the field. Garth  Landefeld was 

trying to stretch the last mowing to make it last into 

the winter season. He executed this hopefully final 

cutting on the 18th of September. Their likely will be 

a helping hand through the fall from the deer grazing 

but they do leave behind some “artifacts” that you 

want to watch out for. If we get  a long warm wet  fall, 

Garth may  be pressed into service for another 

mowing so if you have trouble with the length of the 

grass for the next few weeks be sure to get the word 

to the club officers for possibly a last final mowing.   

http://www.joeld.net/wfrc
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Show & Fly
 After the September field meeting, Mark 

Verbrugge did an impromptu presentation of his new 

Sig J-3 Cub. Mark bought this kit at the June swap 

meet at the old Sky  Hobby  in Richfield. The Cub 

was out for its maiden flight on this meeting night. 

After fighting some problems with the fueler 

connections, Mark got the Saito 4-Cycle 150 fired up 

and proceeded to fly this Cub for all it was worth. 

Passing of Former Club Member, Ted 
Zbikowski
 Ted, a resident of Maple Lake and member of 

Wright Flyers from 1991 until around 1998, passed 

away on September 17th. Ted started in the hobby 

pretty much from scratch at age 62 after having 

retired due to health problems 

almost 10 years before that. 

Even though he could not walk 

and was slowly losing his 

dexterity, Ted had help from his 

wife Marion so he could both 

build and fly  a number of R/C 

aircraft. Marion was the club 

secretary for three years during 

Ted’s stint as an R/C pilot. 

Their son Scott, and his son Andy, joined the club 

and flew with Ted. They hosted a club float fly at 

their Maple Lake home and were regular attendees at 

meeting and fun fly’s for as long as Ted was capable 

of building, repairing and flying his airplanes. Even 

after Ted had to give up the hobby, he and Marion 

would drop  by the field to see the people they had 

become friends with. This past July, they made one 

last trek to the field to watch and visit.  Ted’s 79th 

year was making it  really tough to battle his 

declining health conditions. Ted was accomplished at 

all his endeavors and it was a privilege to be 

associated with him for the time he spent in the R/C 

hobby and beyond.   

[by Leo Davids]

Maple Lake EAA Fly-in Dinner
 On Sunday, September 7th, the Maple Lake EAA 

held their annual pork chop fly-in at the Maple Lake 

Airport.  As part of this fly-in, our club was once 

again invited to present a static display of R/C 

airplanes. Representing the club were Garth 

Landefeld (EAA member), Mike Ackerman, John & 

Joyce Kossieck, Al Amundson, and Leo & Jean 

Davids.  Thanks to Mike, John and Leo for bringing 

in planes to display.  John also brought in his laptop 

with his flight simulator software for people to try 

out.  Joyce and John were a great help in manning 

the table for the bulk of the show.  There were 

magazines, club brochures, and information cards for 

attendees to take with them.  There were several 

people who stopped by to check out the airplanes
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Tips & Tricks
Captured on Tape 

 Before cutting steel control cable, wrap it tightly with 
masking tape to prevent  the strands from unraveling as 
you cut. It  makes it easier to solder into a threaded push 
rod end too. Remember to wear safety goggles.

Paper Circles 

 Use a paper punch to cut  out little circles of gummed 
paper. Stick these pieces to the backside of firewall blind 
nuts. Once you do this, you can fuel proof the tank 
compartment with resin without fouling the threads of the 

blind nuts. 

Pellon 

 Fabric stores sell a product  known as “pellon.” This can 
be used for general reinforcement and is especially good 
for wing center sections. Be careful when you do apply it 
as it  does have grain and should be applied in the 
direction that affords maximum strength. 

Firewall Gasket 

 Where you have a screwed-on, removable firewall/
motor mount, oil seepage can occur. RV suppliers have 
flexible “putty tape” that  can be hand-formed into a 
squishable, removable gasket. Silly Putty might also 
work. 

Custom Trim Sealer 

 Cut  the ends of large aluminum rain gutter nails. Then 
bend, file, and polish the resulting “rods” to make custom 
trim-sealer tools that can be inserted into your Top Flite 
trim-sealing iron. 

Push Rods 

 Did you ever go through all the trouble to make up your 
control surface push rods only to find at  installation that 
they were a quarter inch too short? Try this easy way to 
get the lengths just  right. Tie a string to the control horn 
on the control surface. Drop the free end of the string 
through the fuselage. With the control surface in neutral 
position, tie the other end of the string to the servo arm. 
Cut  off the excess string at  both tie points. Now, cut  the 
string at  the ties and what you end up with is a piece of 
string that is the exact length of the push rod you will 
need to fabricate. 

Instrument Panels 

 An easy and cheap way to obtain an instrument  panel 
for that sport model is to look through a full-scale 
airplane magazine for an advertisement  showing 
instruments. I found one I liked and used my scanner to 
scan the image into the computer, and then pasted it into 
my word processor, scaling it to different sizes. This 
could also be done using a copy machine that will reduce. 
If using the computer any size can be easily scaled. I 
printed out  several different sizes to have on hand. The 
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would 

like to see, you can email me at 

jedavids@charter.net 

Or call me at 763-263-3577.  Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

ones I made were all in black and white, but  if you have 
access to a color scanner and color printer, some really 
nice instrument panels could be created this way. You 
could also add color to black-and-white copy instruments 
using markers or colored pencils so they look more 
realistic. 

Easy Mount Cowl 

 To prevent  cowl screws from crushing balsa, drill a 
large hole through each side of the cowl. Drill holes 
through two dowels to make wooden brushings (if you 
are able, use a lathe). Finally, glue in the now suitable 
diameter hardwood brushings. The screws can be driven 
into the engine bearers. 

—Taken from the Talon Tales newsletter, Schoolcraft, Michigan 
(collected from various sources)
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